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Called Friends by Christ

ES o

According to John’s Gospel, Jesus said to those who knew him best,
“No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what
his master is doing; but I have called you friends. ... You did not
choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and
bear fruit” (John 15:15-16, ESV).

The depth of Christ’s friendship is seen in his willingness to give his
life for his friends — and for us as well. “Greater love has no one than
this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends
if you do what I command you” (John 15:13—14, ESV).

By obeying our Lord and showing love to others, we demonstrate our
friendship with Christ. Friendship with Christ and with one another is,
according to the Christian layman and president Woodrow Wilson, “the
only cement that will hold the world together.”

Gathered together on Day of Pentecost




Reflecting the Father’s Name

Renowned actor Sidney Poitier once said, “I decided in my life that I
would do nothing that did not reflect positively on my father’s life.” For
those blessed with a father they admire and respect, such a decision can
be deeply shaping. How might it influence the way you set priorities, live
with integrity, or serve as a positive example to the young people
watching your life?

For all of us — children of the only perfect Father — may this be our prayer and intention:

God, while earthly fathers are a blend of strengths and flaws, yon give yourself to us as our heavenly Father,
wholly loving, kind and deeply invested in our good. Help me seek to reflect positively on you. May my life spread

your love, kindness and care far and wide, and may others see you in me. Amen.

The Quiet Power of Faithfulness

The greatest forces in the universe are rarely spectacular. Gentle summer showers often do more
lasting good than hurricanes, though they draw little attention. The world depends on the faith-
fulness, loyalty and dedication of countless people whose names are never known.

Every life, no matter how humble, has a role in shaping a better world and a more beautiful to-
morrow. It is easy to overvalue what seems impressive and underestimate what appears ordinary.
Yet lasting change is most often built through quiet commitment, patient service and faithful
hearts doing what matters most, day after day.

A Child’s Favorite Word

A 6-year-old boy attended a church conference with his parents. After listening for a short while,
he began to fidget in his seat. To help him settle down, his mother handed him a notepad and
pencil and suggested he make a mark every time the speaker said the word “and.”

Before long, the boy grew restless again. “Would you like to listen for a different word?” his
mother whispered.

“Yes,” he replied. “I’d like to listen for ‘Amen.”

In an emergency for a priest, please call Mother Holly Burris,
2 rector of St. John’s at 601 600-6774.
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01 Peggy and Paul Coats
24 Catherine and Quinn Thibodeaux

Travers, Ellen, Nancy, Mike, Dean and Ed, Amalia, Stephen, Gerald, Gary, Ashley, Cathy,
Diane, Lee, Elizabeth, Gerald, Albert, for all Christians who are persecuted around the
world, for all First Responders in our area, those serving in the Armed Forces of the
United States of America, our partners in mission at the Deaneries of Copan and Maya in
Honduras and our sister parish Cristo Salvador, and our prayer partners in the Anglican
Diocese of Tohoku, Japan; and the Anglican Diocese of Lango, Uganda

LECTOR SCHEDULE

June 07 Mary Hughes
June 14 Elizabeth Blatt
June 21 Joan McCloskey
June 28 Charles Parsiola
July 05 Judy Weber

VESTRY ON DUTY

June 07 Peggy Coats
June 14 Ann Myers
June 21 Mary Hughes
June 28 Judy Weber

July 05 Peggy Coats

USHERS

June 07 Jennie Rogers & Peggy Coats
June 14 Jennie Rogers & Peggy Coats
June 21 Jennie Rogers & Peggy Coats
June 28 Jennie Rogers & Peggy Coats
Julu 05 Jennie Rogers & Peggy Coats

ALTAR DUTY

June 07 Mary Hughes
June 14 Cathy Broussard
June 21 Judy Weber
June 28 Lisa Parsiola
July 05 Mary Hughes

FLOWER CHART FUND COFFEE HOSTESS
June 07 May 31 Pot Luck Luncheon
June 14 June 07
June 21 June 14 Judy Weber
June 28 Cathy Broussard June 21
July 05 June 28

July 05 Pot Luck Luncheon
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Vestry Meeting is June 14 following the Eucharist.
Heifer Sunday is June 14 All loose offering that Sunday will go to the Heifer Fund.

No Pot Luck Luncheon in June

Collect for search for new rector

Almighty God, whose Son is the light of the world, we thank you for the many blessings
bestowed on our church through the years. Grant that we, illumined by your word and
Sacraments, may find a priest who will help us be a reflection of Christ's love for others. We look
to thee, O God our Father, in Jesus our Savior, and ask for the gift of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

A Compline Prayer

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your angels
charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying,
soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love's sake. Amen.

For the Poor and the Neglected

Almighty and most merciful God, we remember before you all poor and neglected persons whom
it would be easy for us to forget: the homeless and the destitute, the old and the sick, and all who
have none to care for them. Help us to heal those who are broken in body or spirit, and to turn
their sorrow into joy. Grant this, Father, for the love of your Son, who for our sake became poor,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



Quotes to Ponder (and Pass Along)

“Don’t judge each day by the harvest you reap but by the seeds that you plant.”
—Robert Louis Stevenson

“A God wise enough to create me and the world I live in is wise enough to watch out for me.”

—Philip Yancey

“When a father gives to his son, both laugh; when a son gives to his father, both cry.”
—William Shakespeare

"A good character is the best tombstone. Those who loved you and were helped by you will
remember you when the forget-me-nots are withered. Carve your name on hearts, and not on
marble."

—Charles H. Spurgeon

"[Christ] wants a child’s heart, but a grown-up’s head. He wants us to be simple, single-minded,
affectionate and teachable, as good children are; but he also wants every bit of intelligence we
have to be alert at its job, and in first-class fighting trim."

—C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity

I Am the Bible

I am the Bible, God’s wonderful library.
I am always — and above all — the truth.

To the weary pilgrim, I am a strong staff.

To those who sit in darkness, I am glorious light.

To those who stumble beneath heavy burdens, I am sweet rest.
To those who have lost their way, I am a safe guide.

To those who are sick in sin, I offer healing, strength and forgiveness.

To the discouraged, I bring a glad message of hope.

To those distressed and tossed by the storms of life, I am an anchor, sure and steadfast.
To all who search for salvation, I reveal the Savior of the world.

I am the Bible.
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